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Welcome to the New Nativity Star! 
  By Fr. John Becker 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the newsletter where you are the star, shining in the glow of the 

Star of David. 

 
Like the Bethlehem star, a supernatural light directing others to their holy 

Savior, so also are you a guiding light, able to bring his people to our Savior--

simply by living out your Christian faith as an example to others. 

 
Our purpose is to highlight you as you serve Our Lord here at Nativity Parish 

and help build a strong sense of community among our many members.   

 
Why re-name the newsletter?  To show that weôre committed to a new 

direction.  Just as all Christian churches have experienced declines in 

membership, Nativity has also struggled to maintain the revenue to support 

staff for a newsletter.  However, research indicates that a newsletter is one of 

the most important forms of communication a church can generate, so weôre 

determined to make this happen to foster the growth of our church.   

 
Behold, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the desert 

and streams in the wasteland.   Isaiah 43:19 
 

Come and be our light!   
 

Fr. John 
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Saturday Morning Faith in Action  
At Nativityõs Parish Service Day 

 
By Carolyn Steeno 
 
On Saturday, October 24, Nativity held a Parish Service Day, which included the annual Advent Wreath Workshop.  If youõre like 
me and have an aversion to manual labor, òSaturday Morning Faith in Actionó sounds a lot like workñlike Saturday morning 
house cleaning.  Is that what Service Day is like?  Whatõs it all about? 

Itõs about the easiest ôworkõ you ever did.

 
Yeah, rightñôwork:õ Fleece scarves to fringe (snip, pull

ñand 

viola!)  And quilt fringe to knot (knot, knot, knot). 

It
õs
 a
bo
ut
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ra
ft
in
es
s 
an
d 
cr
ea
ti
vi
ty
.

 

Canvases of white lunch bags to be drawn upon; fro
sted cookies 

begged for sprinkles.  B
oughs and ribbons, sparkles and hot 

glueñall beckoned Advent wreath creation.
 

Itõs about meeting 
new people. 
I met Madeline (shown here 
munching on a snack), who wants 
to be a teacher. 
 
I encountered six-year-old Mack--a man of few words but big 
ideas, demonstrated by his insightful lunch-bag drawings.  And 
I got to know Kathy, their busy mom, who made the time to 
teach her children to serve God by way of her example. 

Itõs about sharing God-given gifts. 
There were make-a-difference activities for everyone: 
crafting, baking, drawing, and rakingñjust to name a few. 

Itõs about hanging out with friends. 
Susie, Mikayla, and Clare sang songs as they took 
charge of cookie-frosting duty. 

Itõs
 abo

ut b
ring

ing 
a sm

ile 
to a

 per
son 

in need. 

Wrot
e on

e co
uple

 on 
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rece
ivin

g en
d, ò

The 
expe

rien
ce 

has been sustaining and renewingñthe memory will 

ling
er.ó 

Itõs about bringing Christ to others é 

 

é by helping with yard work, filling a care package for the homeless, 

or just by giving a hug, as Bill Woods commented. 
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Itõs about family. 
As this on-the-fringe dad said, òI was 
out-votedñthe girls wanted to do 
crafts.ó 
 
Dad Brian Dombroski made it to 
the Service Day with his girls, 
and headed off to work right 
afterward. 

Itõs 
about

 the 
spiri

t of 
the s

eason
.

 

Itõs 
about

 prov
iding

 a me
ans t

o cel
ebrat

e Adv
ent b

y cre
ating

 

wreat
hs so

 divi
ne th

at ev
en th

e Bis
hop c

ouldn
õt re

sist 
buyin

g one
 

last year.  

Itõs about having 
fun é 
é and really getting into 
the spirit of service. 

Itõs about as well organized as an event can 

be. No brains, no brawn required.  If I can figure it out, anybody can.  I 

didnõt even pre

-register; still, Jamie let me play, too.  Oops, I mean 

ôwork.õ
 

It
õs
 a
bo
ut
 é
 f
oo
d.

 

Bagels, fruit, yogurt, juice and coffee a-pl
en
ty
 t
o 
ke
ep
 t
he
 ô
wo
rk
er
sõ
 

energized. 

Itõ
s a

bou
t i

nte
rwe

avi
ng 

Ste
war

dsh
ip 

of 

Service into your lifestyle. 

When it was over, I still had the whole afternoon ahead of me.  And 

the event gave me that just-got-out-of-church feeling that helped me 

glide through the house cleaning. 

Watch for details on the next Parish Service 

Day, February 6--and plan to join the action. 

Special thanks to the many families and individuals who donated time and materials to make the day successful.   


