
 

 

 

This issue of the Nativity Star is dedicated the Diocesan òCatholics Come 

Homeó initiative.  Three powerful television commercials will air during Lent 

as part of a special outreach to Catholics who are no longer active in a 

parish.  The campaign will also invite each of us to become more intentional 

about practicing our faith.  

 

Have you seen the commercials yet?  If not, go to www.CatholicsComeHome.or g 

and take a look.  Let me know what you think!  

 

If it has been awhile since youõve attended church regularly, I invite you with 

open arms!  Our feature article was written with you in mind:  Discover 

Abundant Life highlights programs targeted to meeting your needs. 

 

The editorial, Breaking the Ice, offers some insights on connecting personally 

with others at church.  I would ask and challenge each of you, especially our 

regular-attending members, to prayerfully consider how you might interact 

on a personal level with those you encounter at church.  Why not make it 

your Lenten challenge? 

 

Nativity Parish is home to a community of faith well known for being 

welcoming.  To all of you who work òbehind-the-scenesó welcoming and 

supporting our faith community ñthank you very, very much for being 

Nativityõs stars, shining your light for others! 

 

May your Lenten season be richly blessed! 

    

      Fr. John 
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Within Nativityôs Faith Community 

Meeting your needs through these vibrant ministries   

By Carolyn Steeno 
    

òéI came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.ó Jn 10:10 
 

Nativityõs purpose is to help you achieve the abundant life promised you. Weõre here to support you in living your life to 
the fullest, as God intended.  In collaboration with other west side parishes, youõll find numerous effective and well-
attended programs based right here at Nativity. 
 

Great Dates NightñMarriage enrichment with on-site child-care  
A wonderful blessing in my marriage, this program consists of a 30-minute presentation 
by a married couple on a topic familiar to all couples.  After the talk, your ôassignmentõ is 
to discuss the subject over a quiet dinner.  The program kick-starts dialogue on the ôhard 
stuffõ and opens up even the most reserved spouse. The only downside:  You have to pick 
up your kids before you go home.  The next òDateó is Friday, April 9, 6:30-7:30 PM 
(childcare available until 10:00 PM) in Nativityõs Bona Hall.  For other dates, registration, 
and to ensure the right amount of childcare, contact Laurie Johnson 490-1352 ext. 209.  
 

Growing Through GriefñSupporting one another after the death 
of  a loved one 
Men and women find they are not alone as they help one another come to terms with emotions that are part of the grief 
process.  No matter when the death occurred, anyone dealing with such losses will find the session informative, 
transformative, and healing.  The best part:  Enjoying life again as you move beyond the pain, with a little help from 
some new friends.  Spring session of five evenings starts May 20 in Nativityõs Lounge.  For a brochure, questions, or 
registration details, call the Parish Office 499-5156.  (The ministry leader will call back anyone who wishes to register). 
 

Stephen MinistryñA friend in Christ to support you through your toughest times  
Has God thrown you a curve ball?  Are you feeling overwhelmed and finding it hard to 
cope with life?  If so, a Stephen Minister can help make sense of the turmoil.  He or 
she will listen, encourage and pray with you when you experience difficulties like these: 
 

 
 

Stephen Ministers complete 50 hours of training that enable them to assess your 
situation and refer forward those requiring greater expertise.  A Stephen Minister is 
living proof that God will never abandon you.  And the best part:  You donõt even have to be named Stephen to request one.  
Contact Laurie Johnson 490-1352 ext. 209. 
  

EstoVirñChallenging men to extraordinary faith and leadership in everyday life 
 

This Catholic menõs group offers Masses, conferences, and other recurring activities and presentations to support men 
in their faith.  Developing a closer relationship with Christ through prayer and faith-based instruction are key 
foundations that help men stand strong in their Catholic convictions, despite the demands and ônoiseõ of everyday life 
that pull us in all directions.  The best part:  Hanging out with other guys whose lives are anchored in Christ. For more 
info, visit esto-vir.org, leave a message at 920-347-2950, or talk to Fr. Benjamin, Bob Wetzel, or Bruce McEwing.  
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